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Rules for Demonstration Speech

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwaich (Only time the actual speech, not the set-up ot the takedown)

Putpose of the Category:

To develop the skills of explaining and demonstrating a useful and practical process using props and visual aids,

Description of Categoty:

A Demonstration Speech explains how to do something while demonstrating the process at the same time. The student should choose a
topic that is practical or artistic. 'The speech may teach a specialized skill, show the construction of an item, ot demonstrate how an object
operztes. An individual speaker or a team of two may deliver a presentation in this category. In judging this category, equal emphasis should
be given to the content and the delivery.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this category requires the participant(s) to demonstrate a practical or artistic skill ot process, (ex: playing an instrument
ot sport), show the construction of an item, (ex: otigami, birdhouse or no bake peanut butter bats), and use an object of demonstration of
aid in the speech, Materfal(s)outside the speaker’s body must be used to enhance the demonstratiot. (Frivolous ot “tongue in cheek” topics
are better suited to Infomercial ot Special Bvents, Fx: How to drive a parent crazy or How to avoid a Zombie Apocalypse.)

2. Attire appropriate to the presentation is allowed but cannot be considered the object of the demonstration.

3. The participant should expect a notmal-sized classtoom with a normal-sized doot. The host school will provide a table, The
participant must provide any other materials,

4. No materials dangetous to the health or safety of the pasticipant or the audience may be used. This prohibition includes, but is not
limited to, fitearms, dangerous chemmicals, live animals, and laser pointers.

5. Audio devices are permitted to enhance, but not replace the presentation.

6. Materials are not to be passed around the room to audience members or to the judge before, during, ot after the speech, Attention
should alsways be ditected to the speaker’s involvement with the materials being used as objects of demonstration.

7. A presentation in this category may include an individual or a team of two.

2. In an individual demonstration, one othet person may be used as the object of demonstration ot as an assistant in setting up
or striking down the equipment used in the presentation. Whern interpreting this rule, consider whether the second person is assisting in
the process or is actually carrying out the process. Only one other person may serve as both an object of demonstration and as an
assistant. ‘This person must also meet eligibility requirements but will not be considered as a participant, ‘Therefore, this person may
patticipate in another categoty. Any resulting scheduling problems, however, will not be the responsibility of the host school.

b. A team demonstration provides the opportunity for two people to share the responsibility of explaining and demonstrating a
ptocess. This option requires both participants to shate in the speaking, as well as in the demonstrating of the process. Such a presentation
shall be judged as a whole, but each participant shall receive an individual award.

8, Each contestant may use 5x7 (or smaller) note cards, Note cards are not required,
9. The participant(s) may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season.

T Aspeech in this category shall be from 4 to 8 minutes in leagth. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed over and under.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot go to
the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Farrago

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 scc. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category
To develop skills in identifying, selecting, combining, and presenting quality literature from a variety of genres
which addresses a specific theme or emotion.

Description of Category

The challenge of Farrago is to select material from a variety of literary genres/non-original texts (poetry, short
stories, speeches, essays, drama, novels, etc.), which addresses a central specific theme or emotion, and to interpret
the material through oral presentation. "This is an interpretive category, not an acting category. This is an individual
category.

Rules

1. The contestant must choose quality matetial from at least two litetary genres/non-otiginal texts, which have a common
theme or emotion. If the piece is adapted, credit must be propetly given to the authors of the original piece and
“adaptations” must be stated in the introduction.

2, Anintroduction and transitions must be memorized and must include titles, authors, theme, and gentes. The
introduction and transitions must be the original wortk of the speaker. Transitions must include title and author of the
upcoming piece.

3. The selection is to be read from the printed page by using cither the original source or a typed manuscript. The material is not
to be presented as a memorized sclection, The participant may not walk except during transitions, (Walking is defined as
more than one consecutive trayeling step.)

4. Costumes, props, recorded music, or other audio-visual matetials may not be used. (Items found in the room ot

removable items on the body, such as jewelry, scripts, desks, chairs, etc., ate considered props and may NOT be used.)
Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total.

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this category fotr more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from fout to eight minutes in length. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed over or
under. Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked,
and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If no, please explain and provide the number
assoctated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Group Acting

Time Limit: 5 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are requited to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category:
To provide a group of students the cppostunity to learn and practice basic acting skills by working together to dramatize a
licerary script.

Description of Category:

The emphasis of this category is on basic acting skills and character intetaction. Other skills include individual character
development, dialogue, movement, and emotional expression as characters respond and react to each other and the situations
confronting them. The primary focus of the peiformets should be on each othet, although narrators and asides to the andience
ate permitted. The source material can be prose, radio drama, plays, ot screenplays, Students tnay also adapt published ot
recorded works or develop thelr own material.

Rules:

An entry in this category is a presentation by a group of students from twa to four in number,

The presentation must be memorized and performed by all participants. No sctipts or prompting will be allowed.

The use of a table/desk and chairs/stools is permitted and will be provided by the host. Tables may only be used as

tables and charls may oniy be used as seats, The presentation is to be given without costumes, make-up, or props. (Trems

found in the room or removable items on the body, such as jewelry, glasses, scripts, etc., are considered props.). The use

of walls, doors, windows, lights, pre recorded sound of video, etc, is prohibited. The presentation space is defined as a

wall-less area within a room. Singing, if used, rmust be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total,

4. An introduction, including author and title, is required and should be given by one ot mote membets of the group. If the
piece is adapted, credit must be propetly given to the authors of the original piece and a statement that it was adapted
mmst be mentioned in the introduction. The introduction and any transitions needed to establish relationships between
parts of the oresentation must be given from memory.

5. Movement apptroptiate to the character and situation is expected and necessary. The primary focus of performers should
be on themselves, or each other, Asides to the audience are permitted.

6. A presentation in this category shall be judged as a whole, but each participant shall receive an individual award,

7. In the event one member of the group is unable to appeat at a tournament or festival, any other cligible student may be
substituted. No special allowance will be made for the substitute,

8. A presentation in this category may not be used by any of the performers for more than one season,

Sl Sl

T A presentation in this category shall be from five to eight minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or under,

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked and
cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Wete all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the
infraction,

Yes No
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Rules for Group Interpretation

Time Limit: 5 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Jadges are required to use a stopwatch.

Putpose of the Categorty:

To provide a group of students the oppottunity of working togethet to present a literary script.

Description of Category:

The goal of this category is to provide a group of students the oppottunity of working togethes to present a literary script
by using their voices and/or bodies to suggest the intellectual, emotional ot sensoty expetiences inherent in the matetial
they have chosen. The readers should strive to have the audience lose themselves in the ideas that are being presented and
make the ptinted page come alive for them. The soutce matetial can be prose, radio dtama, plays, or screenplays. Students
may also adapt published or recorded works or develop theit own material. Emphasis in this category is on vocal and
vetbal excellence and group dynamics. Primary focus of the performers is on the audience, not each other.

Rules:

1. Anentry in this categoty is a presentation by a group of students from two to four in numbes,

2. An introduction that includes the title and author is required and should be given from memory by one or mote members of
the group. Transitions, if needed to establish a relationship between parts of the presentation, should also be delivered from
memaoty. If the piece is adapted, credit must be propetly given to the authors of the original piece and “adapted” must be stated
in the introduction.

3. All patticipants must read from a sctipt. All participants must hold their own seript in their hand or hands at all times during
the presentation. Scripts must be uniform. They should be mounted on solid-color stock or in plain bindets that will be the
same color for all participants.

4. The group presentation is to be given without costumes, make-up, or props. (Items found in the toom or removable items on
the body, such as jewelry, glasses, sctipts, etc. are considered props.) The use of walls, doors, windows, lights, etc, is prohibiied.
No prerecorded sound may be used. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total. The
presentation space is defined as a wall-less area within a room,

5. No body or eye contact with other members of the group is allowed. Focus is on the andience, not each other, (This does
not prohibit the brief incidental physical or eye contact of people standing next to each other or in blocking transition.)

6. A presentation in this category shall be judged as a whole, but each participant shall receive an individual award.

7. In the event one member of the group is unable to appeat at a tournament or festival, any other eligible student may be
substituted. No special allowance will be made for the substitute.

8, A presentation in this category may not be used by any of the petformets for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from five to eight minutes in length. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed
over and under. Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is a rule violation,

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be
ranked, and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any viclations.

Wese all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Humorous Solo Acting

Time Limit: 3 ~ 6 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category:

To develop skills in the presentation of comedy, using voice, movement, body, hands, and facial expression.

Description of Category:

This category enables the participant to consider shorter monologues and plays as well as stand-up, dialogue, and
multiple-chatacter pieces. The material for Humorous Solo Acting shall be a cutting taken from drama, or other
litetatute adapted to the dramatic format with brief natrative transitions allowed. The matetial may be original,
non-otiginal, ot an adaptation by the participant, and may include impersonations. The material may be in the form of
a monologue or a selection that includes any number of chatacters. This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. Anentry in this category is to be memorized. The source material may be prose, poetry, drama, digital, or essay and may be
otiginal, non-otiginal, or an adaptation. Impetsonations are allowed.

2. The participant must prepare and present an introduction, including author and title, and any transitions needed to establish a
relationship between parts of the presentation, The introduction and transitions must be given from memory. If the piece is
adapted, credit must be propetly given to authots of the otiginal piece and all adaptations must be stated in the introduction.

3. Movement is limited only by what is apptoptiate to the material and the style of the presentation.

4. A chair and table or desk may be used and will be provided by the host. Tables may only be used as tables and charis may only be

used as seats. The presentation shall be petformed without use of costume, make-up or props. Items found in the room or
removable items on the body, such as jewelty, scripts, etc., ate considered props and are prohibited. The use of walls, doots,
windows, lights, etc,, is prohibited. The presentation space is defined as a wall-less area within 2 room. Singing, if used, must be
incidental and consist of no mote than 30 seconds.

5. 'The participant may not use 2 presentation in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over and under,
Beyoud 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be

ranked, and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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7 M LF A Middile Level Forensics Association of Wisconsin 2026

Rules for Impromptu Speaking

Time Limit: 2 - 4 minutes (15 second grace for gver 4 minutes only—Time card at 2, 3, 3 Y2, and 4 minutes
g ¥y
]udges are required touse a stopwatch

Putpose of the Category:

To develop the skill of speaking extemporaneously on a topic of genetal knowledge.

Description of Category:

In the Impromptu Spesking category, the speaker will present an “off the cuff ™ speech about a common knowledge topic to be
drawn immediately before speaking, Topics may be a wotd, phrase, statement, ot non-specific guestion, The focus will be on the
speaker’s ability to think on his/her feet. Sources need not be cited, as topics are within the experience or knowledge of the
speaker.

A speech in this category may be informative, persuasive, ot entertaining, (e.g; If the topic is puppies, a student might give an
informative speech about the care of puppies, 4 persuasive speech about the need for neutering, or an entertaining speech about
his own expetiences with puppies.) The speech should include an introduction, body, and conclusion. In judging this category,
“equal emphasis should be given to content and style. This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. The speech is to be presented extemporaneously. Notes limited to both sides of one 4x6 card may be used but are not
required. The notes, if used, must be wiitten duting the two-minute preparation time on a note card issued by the host

school. A student should not be matked lower for using a note card. It is appropriate, however, to criticize the other aspects
of the speech that are adversely affected by using 2 note card, such as eye contact, use of gestutes, and the extent to which it is
a distraction to the audience.

2. Costumes, props, and visual aids may not be used. {Ttems found in the toom such as desks, chairs, podinms, stands, etc., are
considered props and may NOT be used.)

3. 'The speech must be clearly related to the topic selected.

4. The speech must be a minimum of 2 minutes with no grace petiod. If the speech is under 2 minutes it is considered a rule

violation with a penalty as given below *,

T A presentation in this category shall be 2 maximum of four minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over the
maximum time limit.

* A clear tule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and

cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If uo, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Infomercial

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace period ovet and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch (Ol time the actual speech, not the set-up or tear down)

Purpose of the Category:
To give students the opportunity to use creativity, humot, and imagination in preparing and delivering a
brief persuasive speech.

Description of Category:

The challenge in this category is to create and present a speech that emulates a television infomercial selling a
real or imagined product or service. The tone of the speech should be creative, entertaining, imaginative, and
emphasize the positive aspects of the product. A presentation in this category may include an individual
speaket or a team of two. In judging this categoty, equal emphasis should be given to content and style.
Singing, if used, must be incidental and be no more than 30 seconds total,

Rules:

1. A speech in this category_may be given by an individual ot a team of two. It must be written by the participants who present it.

2. The speech may be presented from memory ot with the use of notes.. Bach contestant may use 5x7 (or smaller) note cards,

Note cards are not requited.

3. Properties and/or visual materials are required in this category. Attire appropriate to the presentation may be woen, A
table and chait/desk will be provided by the host.

4. A team infomercial requires both peopie to shate the responsibility of giving the presentation, One person’s
contribution should not appear to be significantly greater thar the other.

5. Movement is limited only by what is appropziate 1o the material and the style of the presentation.

6. The participant(s) may not use the same product or setvice as a topic for presentation in this category for more than one
$CASO1L.

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed over and undet. Beyond
15 seconds over or undet is a rule violation,

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be
ranked, and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Informative Speech

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. (Qnly time the actual speech, not the set-up or tear down)

Purpose of the Category:
To give the students the opportunity to ptepate and present a btief informative speech,

Description of Category:

The purpose of an Informative Speech is to expand an andience’s knowledge of a specific topic in an interesting and understandable fashion. The speech
might be about a person {eg, Abraham Lincoln, Hartiet Tubman, or the Speaket of the Flouse), a place (eg, New York City, Antarctica or 2 national park),
ot an cbject (eg, a work of art, a musical instrument, or an exetic animal). Another opticn is to present 2 review of an event, movie, book, or game. The
teview should be factual and infermative and include a balance of positive and negative qualites. ‘The speaket’s goal is to shate information with the
audience but NOE to petsuade, Direct quotes, statistics, compatisons, and examples must be used to develop the speech. Specific information that is
not generzl knowledge must be cited. A visual aid must be used. In judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and delivery.
This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. A speech in this category must be wtitten by the person who bresents it.

2. A speech in this category must be informative in purpose. (When deciding if a speech is informative in purpose, consider
whether the speech deals with a solution to the topic. If so, the speech should probably be in the Persuasive categoty) A
teview should be about a topic that is approptiate to people the speaker’s age. The review should be factual and informative. Tt
should address a balance of positive and negative qualities of the topic.

3. Multiple direct quotes, statistics, compatisons, and examples must be used to develop the speech, Specific information that is

aot general knowledge must be cited. Mote than one source must be used for citations.

4. The speech may be presented using notes or ftom memoty. Note cards 5x7 or smaller may be used but are not required. A
student should not be marked lower for using note cards. It is appropriate, however, to ctiticize the other aspects of the
speech that are adversely affected by using note catds, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to which itis a

distraction to the audience.

5. One visual supporting item must be used, but the participant may not wear it. Multiple images on one poster or trifold board are
considered one item. The visuzl item must support but not dominate the presentazion. No sound equipment, laset pointets, or
electronic devices may be used, No costumes ot props may be used. If compesting virswally, multiple inages may be presented ssparately to the

camera.
6. The patticipant may not use a speech ot topic in this category for more then one seasor.

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in fength. A 15-second grace period is allowed over and under.

Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot

go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Moments in History

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over ot unde)
Judges are requited to use a stopwatch. (Qnly time the actual speech, not the set-up ot tear down)

Putpose of the Categoty:
To give students the opportunity to prepate 2 bief infotmative speech based on a historical topic and to use a visual aid

while presenting the speech.

Description of Category:

In the Moments in Histoty category, the speaker will prepate and present 2 well-otganized, informative speech on a topic
drawn from the designated decade ot era. The decade or era shall be determined each year by the MLFA of Wisconsin
Categoty Committee and presented at the Fall Meeting, Soutces other than personal opinion, petsonal experience, and
general knowledge, such 2s books, magazines, expetts, etc. must be used to support the ideas presented and must be cited.
In presenting the speech, the participant must use one visual aid. The visual aid should support the speech but not
dominate it. In judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style. This is an individual category.

Rules:
1. A speech in this category must be about 4_topic pertaining to the chosen time period and should be informative in
patute,

2. A speech in this category must be written by the student who presents it.

3. The speech may be presented from memory, using notes, or extemporaneously. Note cards 5x7 or smaller may be used but are
not required. A student should not be marked lower for using note cards. It is appropriate, however, to ctiticize the other
aspects of the speech that are adversely affected by using 2 note card, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to
which it is a distraction to the audience.

4. Muitiple sources other than personal knowledge must be used to support the ideas presented. Sources must be cited.

5. One visual supporting item must be used, but the participant may not wear it, Multiple images on one poster or trifold board ate
considered one item. The visual item must suppott, but not dominate, the presentation. No sound equipment, laser pointets, ot
electfonic devices may be used, No costumes, or additional visual aids, or props may be used. If competing virsaally, multipie images may be

presenied separately to the canrera,

6. The patticipant may not use a speech o topic in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this categoty shall be from three to six minutes in lengeh. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed over ot under.

Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot

go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for News Reporting
Time Limit: 5 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. (Ounly time the actual speech, not the set-up of: teat down)

Purpose of the Category:

To develop the skills of selecting, editing, organizing, and presenting news for television.

Description of Categoty:
The category of News Reporting gives one to three students the oppottunity to practice the skills of research, organization, analysis
and presentation of information based on current events.

Option A: The student(s) will prepare and present a news program including news (loczl, state, national, or

international stories), weather, sports and an otiginal editorial,

Option B:The studeni(s) will prepare and present an all spotts news ptogram including sports highlights, coverage of one

of mote major newsworthy storles, a feature story, and an otiginal editorial,
Material may be edited or rewritten by the student(s). Sources of information for this may include newspapers, magazines, radio, television
and the Internet. 'The primary focus of this category should be hatd news. (This should look more like the 6:00 news ot Sparts Center than
Saturdgy Night Live,) In judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style.

Rules:

1. An entry in this category is a presentation by one to thtee students. Prior to the presentation, the group must announce their
Option choice. This announcement will not be included in the time. The presentation shall be evaluated as a whole, but each
participant shall receive an individual award,

2. Option A: The presentation must include news, weathet, spotts, and an editorial. News is defined as hard and/or featured. News
must include a combination of local, state, national, and/ ot international stories. The student(s) must report events that have
occurred within two weeks prior to the competition. Material must be updated throughout the season to ensure timeliness.

Option B: The presentation must include sports highlights, news, a feature story, and an otiginal editorial. Bach part can (but is
not required to) include a combination of local, state, namonal or international matetial. See the detail sheet for a description and
examples of each requited part,

No commercial adveriisements or public service announcements are to be part of the presentation for either option,

3. A separate introduction is not permitted (except for the Option choice); it should be an integral part of the presentation. The
participant(s) must prepare any transitions needed to establish a relationship between patts of the presentation,

4. The news portion of the presentation requires the use of 2 manuscript.

5. Attire must be appropriate to the presentation, Props or visual matetials must be used to enhance the presentation. A table or
desk and chairs/stools will be provided by the host. No laset pointers or electronic equipment may be used.

6. Movement is limited to what is approvtiate to the matetial and the style of presentation,

7. In the event one member of the group is unable to appeat at a festival ot tournamert, any other eligible student may be
substituted. No special allowance will be made for the substitute,

T A speech in this category shall be from five to eight minutes in leagth. A 15-second grace period is aliowed over or under, Beyond 15
seconds over or undet is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and
cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations,
Were all the tules of the categorey followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Non-Original Oratoty

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Puipose of the Category:

To develop the skills used in presenting a petsuasive or inspirational speech.

Deescription of Categary:

A presentation in this category will consist of onc or mote petsuasive or inspirational speech(es) or cuttings from speeches
that have been written and delivered by someone other than the participant. The speech may be presented from memoty,
and/or read from a manuscript. Whichever method is chosen, the student should be cautioned NOT to attempt to mimic
the original speaket. No literary re-interpretations ot creations ate permitted. For example, a commencement address ot
recotded TedTalk would be allowed wheteas an imptomptu YouTube vlog or speech from a movie ot play would not qualify,

Rules:

1. A presentation in this categoty is to be a petsuasive ot inspitational speech written and originally presented as a public
addtess by a person other than the participant. The speech is to be given from memory ot read from a manuscript.
The speaker may read from ot refer to the manuscript duting the speech without penalty. Note cards are not allowed.

2. Literary re-interptetations or creations are not permitted, c.g,, speeches written as parr of a play, novel, movie ot
television program. (These types of specches are better suited for humorous or serious solo.)

3. A brief memorized introduction which identifies the original spealer(s), time(s), place(s), occasion(s) of the
otiginal speech(es), the author(s) of the original speech(es) (if available), and any ocher relevant information helpful
to the audience’s understanding of the speech must be prepared and presented by the participant, If there are
multiple speeches, an introduction should be given for cach selection, and the participant should identify the
telationship between the speeches (e.g., author, event, original presenter, etc.)

4. Costumes, props or visual materials may not be used in this category. Ttems found in the room such as desks,

chairs, podiums, and stands are considered props and may NOT be used,

5. The participant may not use a speech in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from fout to eight minutes in length including the introduction. A
15-second grace period is allowed over or under. Beyond 15 seconds over or undet is 2 rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked,

and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations,

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Persuasive Speaking

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 second grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch,

Purpose of the Category:
"I develop the skills of researching an issue, undetstanding the issue, and composing and presenting a speech which is
petsuasive in natute.

Description of Category:

Life situations often result in the need to convince other people to believe differently than they do at present, to offer a solution to 2
problem common to the group, to take a particular action in response to a cuttent situation, ot to reinforce and strengthen cucrent
attitudes. The Persuasive Specch category allows participants to ptactice skills invalved in these everyday acts. A good persuasive
speech will contain evidence and reasoning, as well as sound emotional appeals, Tn judging this category, equal emphasis should be
given to content and style, This is an individual category.

Rules:
1. A speech in this category must be persuasive in purpose. The speech may (a) alert the audience to the existence of a

problem, {b) strengthen devotion to an accepted cause and call the audience to action, {c) affirm the existence of a
problem and propose a solution, ot (d) present a proposal ot idea to better enhance a community. Examples: 1) You are
a skateboarder asking the city council to finance a skate park. 2) You ate a concerned student requesting the faculty look
into improving the school climate. 3) You are a concerned young person urging adults in your neighborhood to form a
Neighborhood Watch committee.)

"The speech is to be original and written by the student who presents it.

Ideas and reasoning need to be suppotted by more than emotions and opinions. Evidence and facts need to be

presented with multiple soutges cited.

The speech may be presented from memory or using note cards. 5x7 (or smaller} note cards may be used, but are not

tequired, A student should not be marked lower for using notes. It is appropriate, howeve, to ctiticize the other aspects

of the speech, which are adverscly affected by using notes, such as eye contact, use of gestutes, and the extent to which
the notes zre a distraction to the audience,

Costumes, props ot visual materials may not be used in this categoty, Ttems found in the room like desks,

chaits, podiums, stands, etc., are considered ptops and may NOT be used.

The paticipant may nor use a speech in this category for more than one season.

A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length, A 15-second grace period is allowed over

or under. Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 10-point penalty, cannot be ranked,

and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTTONS TABLE with any violations,

Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If no, please explain and provide the number
assoctated with the infraction,

Yes No
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Rules for Poetry

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under) !
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. 5

Putpose of the Category:

To develop skill in understanding and conveying the meaning and emotions of poetry.

Description of Category:

All the skills of reading aloud, including vocal flexibility, inflectional vatiety, clear asticulation, and correct pronunciation, as well as the use
of pause and rate variation are used to interpret poetry. In addition, the student should remember that in poetry, moze than in any other
kind of lirerature, the emotional weight of the content and the importance of image, thythm, and sound are directly related, Special
attention should be paid to how the emotional and intellectual forms ate dependent upon one another. This is an individual category.

Rules:
1. A presentation in this category may be a single poem, a cutting from a single poem, or several related poems or cuttings. The
material may be previously published, original, or a combination thereof,

2. Whether the selection is original o not, the participant must prepate and present an introduction(s), including author(s) and title(s),
and any transitions needed to establish a relationship between parts of the presentation. The introduction(s) and transition(s)
must be given from memory. Introductions for multiple poems may be given all at the beginning of the presentation or at the
beginning of each poem,

3. The selection must be read from the printed page by using either the otiginal source or a typed manuscript, The material is not to
be presented as a memorized selection, The participant must refer to the manuscept repeatedly during the presentation, The
participant may not walk except during memorized transitions, (Walking is defined as more than one consecutive traveling step.)

4. Costumes, props, or visual materials may not be used in this category. Items found in the roctn os on the body like hair,

jewelry, desks, chairs, doors, scripts cte., are considered props and may NOT be used, Singing, if used, must be incidental and
consist of no more than 30 seconds total,

5. 'The patticipant may not use a presentation in this category for mare than one season,

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length, A 15-second grace petiod is allowed over ot under.

Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule viclation,

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will teceive a 10 point penalty, cannot be tanked,

and cannot go to the power tound.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number
associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Prose

Time Limit: 4 - 7 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Putpose of the Category:
To develop skill in reading aloud and conveying the meaning and emotions of prose.

Description of Categoty:

Prose is defined as ordinary speech or writing without mettical structure. (Poetry is not prose.) Oral
interpretation is defined as the “effective communication of thoughts and feelings to the listener.” Cateful study of the
written word is necessary for the interpretet to give special attention to the meanings and emotions of the piece. The
ptinted word is the soutce from which the reader should draw meaning to share with the audience. All the skills of
reading aloud, including vocal flexibility, inflectional variety, cleat atticulation, and correct pronunciation, as well as the use
of pause and tate variation, can be practiced through participation in this category. This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this category is to be a selection or multiple cuttings from a single piece of prose literature,
In interpreting this rule, note that if a dramatic production has evolved from the material chosen, the student is to
use the ofiginal prose version for the reading, For example, a student may read from Flowers for Algernon by Daniel
Keyes, but not from the movie sctipt adapted from that novel entitled, “Charley.” Material with rhyming ot a
metrical structure is not considered prose.

2. The participant must prepare and present an introduction which states the title, the author, and any
transitions needed to establish a relationship between patts of the text. The introduction and any
transitions (if used) must be given from memory.

3. The selection is to be read from the printed page by using either the original source or a typed manusctipt,

‘The material is not to be presented as a memorized selection. The participant must refer to the
manuscript tepeatedly duting the presentation. The patticipant may not walk except duting memotized
transitions, (Walking is defined as more than one consecutive, travefing step.)

4. Costumes, props, ot visual matetials may not be used in this category. Items found in the room ot
removable items on the body, such as jewelry, desks, chairs, doors, scripts etc., ate considered props and
may NOT be used. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no mote than 30 seconds total.

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from four to seven miutes in length. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed

over or under. Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and

cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction,

Yes No
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Rules for Serious Solo Acting

Time Limit: 3 - 6 mitutes (15 sec, grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Purpose of the Category:

To develop skills in the presentation of serious drama, using voice, movement, body, hands, and facial expression,

Description of Category;

This category enables the participant to consider shortet monologues and plays as well as stand-up, dialogue, and
multiple character pieces. The matetial for Serious Solo Acting shall be a cutting taken from drama, or other literature
adzpted to the dramatic format with btief narrative transitions allowed. The material may be otiginal, non-original, or
an adaptation by the participant, and may include impetsonations. The material may be in the form of 2 monologue or
a sclection that includes any number of characters, This is an individual categoty.

Rules:

1. Anentry in this category is to be memorized. The soutce material may be prose, poetry, drama, or essay and may be either
otiginal or non-original, Impetsonations are allowed,

2. 'The participant must prepare and present an introduction, including author and title, and any transitions needed to
establish a relationship between parts of the presentation. The introduction and transitions must be given from memory.
If the piece is adapted, credit must be propetly given to anthors of the original piece and all adaptations must be stated in the
introduction.

3. Movement is limited only by what is appropriate to the matetial and the style of the presentation.

4. 'The presentation shall be performed without use of costume, make-up, ot properties, (Properties are defined as any
tangible objects used in interpretation categories that would give one group or individual an advantage over other
competitots,) Items found in the foom or removable items on the body, such as jewelry, scripts etc., are considered
props and are prohibited. The use of walls, doors, windows, lights, etc., is prohibited. A chair and table or desk may be used
and will be provided by the host. 'T'ables must be used as tables and chairs must be used as seats. The presentation space is
defined as a wall-less area within a room. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds.

5. The participant may not use 4 presentation in this category for more than one season,
T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or

under. Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is 2 rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and

cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If'no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infvaction,

Yes No
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Rules for Special Events Presentation

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges ate required to use a stopwatch. (Only time the actual speech, not the set-up, tear down, or announce of sitnation.)

Purpose of the Category:

To give students the opportunity to use creativity and imagination in preparing and delivering a presentation related to a specific category,

Description of Category;

The challenge in this category is to give an otiginal speech/presentation that fits a defined occasion and audience. The tone of the
speech should be creative, entertaining, and imaginative. A presentation in this category may include an individual speaker or a team of
two ot three. In judging this categoty, equal emphasis should be given to content and style,

Rules:

1. A speech in this category may be given by 1 to 3 individuals. It must be written by the participant(s) who present it,

2. Prior to the presentation, the participant(s) must announce their chosen situation. (eg: “We have chosen situation A, a

vacation blog™) This announcement must be brief and is not part of the presentation; timing begins after this announcement. The
ctiteria for the chosen situation must be followed. (See Situation sheet for specific critetia for each situation.)

3. 'The speech may be presented from memory, using notes, or extemporancously, 5x7 ot smaller note cards may be used but ate not
required. Student(s) should not be marked lowet for using a notecard, Tt is appropriate, however, to ctiticize the other aspects of the
speech that are adversely affected by using a notecatd, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to which it is a distraction
to the audience.

4. The use of costuming, props, and/or visual materials are required in this category, Attite/costumes approptiate to the
presentation may be wotn. A table and chair/desk will be provided by the host, No laser pointers are permitted. Blectronic devices, if

used as props, are turned off,

5. A team presentation tequires each person in the group to share the responsibility of giving the presentation. One person’s

contribution should not appear to be significantly greater than the other(s),
6. The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in leagth. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or under.

Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is a rule vioiation,

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot

go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations,
Wete all the rules of the category followed? Circle one, If no, please expluin and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Storytelling

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod ovet and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Putpose of the Category:

To develop skills in presenting imaginative material of the narrative form,

Description of Category:

The art of storytelling is older than reading, dating back to long before printing was invented, but it is modern too. The storyteller
uses vocal variation and physical movement to suggest different characters and character relationships in otder to make the stoty
come alive in the mind of the listener. Whether the material is from 2 published soutce of original, the primary audience is to be
elementary-aged children. This is an individual category, and since storytelling styles vary, the storyteller may choose to sit ot stand
while telling their story, but they may not switch between sitting and standing as that would constitute using the chait as a prop.

Rules:

1. A presenwation in this category is to be a natrative that is suitable for elementary-aged children, Fxamples of suitable material
ate! traditional or contemporary children’s stoties, folk tales, tall tales, myths, and fables. The storyteller should tell the story in an
animated, dynamic, and spontancous manner that will capture and hold the interest of the chosen audience, ‘This story must be
told from memory.

2. The patticipant is to prepare an introduction that creates an atmosphere, sets the mood, and grasps the attention of the
audience. Within the introduction, the speaker must give the title of the story and either the author or culture from which the

story comes. (e.g ... The Lovely Woman Who Wept Pearls, based on a traditional Islamic folktale from Turkey.”) The
introduction must be given from memory.

3. Stories in this category must be told in the thitd person. (Characters must be identified from the narvator’s point of view. Eg: Marma
Bear said, “Lbis porridge is oo cold!”) “1” stories (first person) are not allowed, nor are rhyming stories.

4. Notes, costumes, props and visual aids may not be used. Items found in the room o removable items on the body, such as jewelty,
desks, doots, windows, sctipts etc., are considered props and may NOT be used. After the introduction, the patticipant may
choose to sit on a chait or stand. The storyteller may not switch between sitting and standing during the story. Storytellers
who choose to stand may move about freely when telling their stoties. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more
than 30 seconds total,

5. A presentation in this category may not be used by the participant for more than one season.

T A presentztion in this category shail be from thtee to six minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or under.

Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a tule violation,

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 10 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot
go to the power round.
Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle onc. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction,

Yes No



;PO

swsacxdul 207 sTonsaEFns ogwads pue
SIPIR0ANS O UL SPNIST PIROYS (oeqpss,] “paxmbar sjuswmos ¢ Jo Emumnm
SR IUIG))

I3TR pUR 210F20 powad 2oriS puooss ¢
(o 9-¢)

amweN 2a8pnf JuLLy

(eSS FETT)
Juey

2103 [EI0L
A Tmo) ejoL,
AJ Tmo) ey,
T0J TuIn]o)) Tes0L,

I wnyod) Te0],

9z0T

TUamo) M0L,  (M0[9(] SPIOA PISNSIIK 10 pounouoxdsim 3sTY.)

X

N
bas

X

sjod =

anfeA X|
linlog)

(~20vds parBUSISSp SU UI SpIom peotmoucidsiia Atwe 1517,
‘PAONIOU STONRISIMUOIASIIU ON] "POCISISPUN AJESES PUR JUSISISIOD ST Ioypady
ST “90I0A IRSRIBIS [BASNTIN 10 129TRIP B SUISD J] "2 21 JO [k A[mafe sypadg

(1}

(U8

“se2pI Juenodur ozIseydius puz uoneudsatd i)
01 3S2I21TE ppe sasted PUR SUONEIIEA THOOZ PUE 20U2Ipne o i0J Jerdordde st apey

w3

)

3591 ST} 01 15312111 SPPR STIN[0A Ul UGITELIBA |
“pIBSY AISES 2 PINOS PIOM AISAH “TIOOI PUB “SOUQIPIE “5091d Sl SIL SIUNOA

HOVSSHTIN ' TdIdNV

“3AT[R W00 SIANDETRYD A1) SR 03 P
A103S 9T} 22MEYUS 0] TONENIASAId 21 INCYSNON] PAst 21 JUSTISACUI PUE SAINISIO)

7o

<

“PapToUI ST 90USIPhE
2IQud ‘AJ01S SU3 01U TSt SULMEBID ‘SOUSIPIE 91 (LA JOSUI0D AHSISISUCD SSAH

o

“uonerasaid 211 1o 1oedwr [BAsIA 21 03 SPPe U0yssaIdxs [eroe,]

[Te)

<t | =

"SISO S} WIOT JOURSIP SI JoJ0eTels 4oey]
"wore1uesard ot ICYSNON]] JWSISU0D PUB “PAIBWILE “SULISAISIUL AIE SINOBIBYD)

<t

"SOURIPIE 91 O} PaAaAB00 ASANOILJS)
puR AQUSISISUOD 218 AI01S SIf} FO SUONOUES PIR SUIRIUT 1] T, “Axatrzuods|
JO S99y B puk “mseisngue ‘uorssardxe ynm woszed pag Syy ul poy St 41018

AAHATTAA

"$S3UiS[dmoD JO BUI[33] B SASAUC))
PuE FUNS3IAUL ST FUIPUS YT DU 0F BUILNIZ] WO A[SSIIWUESS SMOE AI0)g

<

EEIEN
311 JO monuane 31 sdsers pue “poowy o 5108 “210ydSOUNE 8 SIYRSI0 UOLOTIPOIIU]

£

14

NOILVZINVDHO NV INTINOD

ONITTHLAHOLS

a1e)S 10] sarjifenb $4 Jo 2100s

TOWIEY, [E10L.

o1doy /e :9p0)) 1oxeedy

MO0 OB Ul JIqUNT JUC IPILD JSHU NOK

wooy

punoy



